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THE MATERIAL INTERESTS OF TIHE
UNITED STATES,
ORATION BY HON, CALEY CUSHING,
K THE ! AMIHK TLTURAL SOCTETY, DELIV
:1,.r-uth££_:-) In'\i'[fg‘:!jlﬁ:;:f,l \-: , DCTOBER 28TH, 1868,
o wolle bation of
Mu Pmsstoese : T have (o solieit your appro
the :nm of thonght which it is my purposo to follow wn
this occagion.  You will appreciste my reluctance, Lo
pecifiy your attention with matterd of agriculturml sclence
wiore fatoiliae o you than to mysell, wnd to the discus-
jon of which it wotild be lmpossible for me to Tmpart
i either of Infarmation or of ornament. 1 pro-
¢ the beaten trek, therefore, and to submit
fes of observations which, if novel for such
inmwy judgment, altogether appro-
time of voiversal coucern-

warily, as the ploe or onk in the wildemess, as the eagle

The consequences of this duplicite onganization have

on the mountain top, as the sunlight in the ing sky,
the spleit of we appeared in the wilds of the
New World.

1 say it is muinly in these two fucts Ut we are to dis-
cover the embiyo formation of the presesi iostitutions
of the United States.  Elootive and reprosentative insti-
tutiods, which are the of republican go t,
we did net create, but we brought them with us from Eog-
laned, us we didd the systemn of laws for the regulstion of pri-
vite vights, which still subsist n sobst K us,
wnd Ho ot the lation of repubili instituti in

ponded to the prevision of its suthors. No fndependont
Btate, of whatever form of govornment, has, duclsy the
poriod of its existence, enjoyed a higher degree of domes-

tic tranquillity than the United States ; none exlating at |

this day exlibits better conditions of B parent’s stability
or durability ; none, exoept Great Beilain io ber foreign
conguests, has advanced more steadily and rpidly slong
tho path of territorial grontmes aod materinl ‘ruwnr; and
i thanoosh tation. with ) distributi

of wealth, and other results of musterial prosperity, none
ds the United States. Meanwhile, the States of the

each oo of the Btates even of republican America.  For
the skeleton of the British government s s single
executive lend, n legislutive assembly of two cham-
bers, and & freo jodiont duly inted of learned

e,
men and wen of the people; aod that ls the skele
ton of the government of each one of the Histes of the
Union. It s teve that jn Great Britain the executive
head is hereditary, or st least not periodically elected ; it
s true moreover, that the upper legislative chamber
Is of mixed bereditariness and esecutive appolutment :
whilst each of these ageuls of soverciguty ls elective in
the Unlbed States.  But still the change here was in the
wethod of designation, not in the coustituent parts of

titution. And this change composed one half of the

Secondary to agriculture s et
:;nimrﬂlii}:n of natural commodities | l.ru[ finally, coues
the exchange of all commodities, natural and artifical —
consmeroe. All these things—in their inseparable consex-
_gonstitute the material interests of socioty

revolution ; the other half belng the consummation of
Ind b by the furmal separation of

Union have doubled, almost trebled, in number ; the
feideral systemn, which worked well for a few States, works
not less well fur many ; and thus democratie republican
institutions established within each State prove capable of
udaptation, by means of our federal system, to the whole
rndgevbpher g ok ol oot

Btates abiding in A ! ers
ﬁ- have d ‘cgﬂhlhqutom,bnt
which never yet was exhibited save here now in the Now

World.
publi Institut] pop ““'ED"‘

lo ¢

Ll
ernmont—yes, these we living facts here in the
United States, Selfaction, the wut possible degree
of individual independence—that s the commanding

and charscteristic fact in
It has bled us to sul
e and to cultivate the

British Americe from British Europe. 1 sy, the
wation of Indepeadent $ 3 forthe

{ L i Y

wild deni peoy
before un § to with farm houses and work
B and hes, and clties ; to extract from t

t government by logislative

aloost the fiest public act of one
lonial forefsthers.  And so the thirteen Anglo-Ameri-

hon i noK » “ of
Hence, the nutural and y subjoct of atb I

u nl?m bliges like the present is of the material in- blies seated here, was

Lerests of soclety—not excluding wmoral i ta. God

forbid | Materlal [nterests are in subordination always to
wornl onies,  But, on such an occasion as this, a dis-
Juisition of theology or of ethical philosophy would be
4 litthe appropriste as one of thetoric or logic. Although,
neanwhile, the latter wlways are (0 be assumed for the
ground-work, #s the former for the animating spirit, of
all our thoughts on this and every other occasion.

I repeat, onr ustural and necessary subject at an agi-
cultursl meoting is of the vinterial interests of men ; and
at u meeting of the United States Agriculturl Bociety of
the materinl interests of the people of the United States,

It is the material Intereats of the people of the United
Slates, then, in certain particular relations, which consti-
tute wy subject ; in order to the due comprelicnsion of
which it needs that we procesd first with a fow brief
truths to aoalyze, and st forth fn plain view, the dis-
tinetive elements of the netual condition—geographical,
social, and political —of the United States.

There are fonr great regions of the earth, two in the
01d World wnd two in the New, which, by reason of their
soograplical unity of ch ter within defined limits,

3 to

fill it
varth its mineral woealth; to navigate its walers; to
cover lake, river, and son with our ships ; to rale at home
aud to browd ; snd it sends us swarming forth

oan colonies were transformed—may I not sny, transfig-
ured I— into the thirteen Amorican Suates.

Now, 1 pray you to note—for it is material to what 1
shiall have to say hereaftor—that in all this there was no
job work of political theorists. 'The Decluration of Inde-
pendence, it is true, in which the United Colonies an-
nounced the fact of their separation from the metiopolis,
and the inducement of the act, did prefuce the exbibition
of those inducements with relation of the general prin-
ciples of sell-constitution and self-governeut appertain-
ing to every State or people. And its author, Thomas

i, in his cont Intion of

Jeffevson, was t . P 8O-
ciety, to look 1 b its surface into the philosophy of
sovinl organization and of t 3 bub he was most

T L
practical in his objects, nnd in practice always simed to
conviliste together the two co-essentinl conditions of lib-
erty apd of ordier.  Ho, ns little as Adams, thought of erea-
ting a th ical speculntor's republic, It was their com-
mon thought to organize the existing society, not to In-
vent & new one, Of such enough were to be had in
those days. "Theorists abounded, universal reformers,

but on & vast seale, nre the natural seats of pre-eminent
snd powerful empire.  They are Ching, Russia, Brasil,
il the United States,  In other regions of the earth ure
immense fertile plins, afffoently watered by ruius or
rivers, n In the valleys of the Ganges or Indps, of the
Po or the Loire, of the Orvinoco or the La Plata; but
how secondary I8 each of thess to those mighty combina-
tions of enrth apd water of which the land- borders of the
Yang-Tee, the Volga, the Amason, and the Mississippi
are but samples, in the favored countries of Ching and
tussin, of Brugil and the United States. Comparing these
two lst-nnangd - countries together, that porlion of the
United States which les between the Atlantic ocean and
the Rocky monntains most nearly resembles China in soil,
climate, rivers, relations to the earth’s cosmical motion,
wnid other nutural fucts, nod i3 alike capable of receiving
wal retaining che smng nuwerous population ; in geo-
gruplical configuration, bat not in climate, the same part
uf the United States olso most nearly resembles Drasil,
lut the similitnde in geographieal facts is closest between
the United Ntates nnd Russin.  Alike, we extend from the
Atlantic to the Pacific ocean, accomplishing betwoen us
the ireuit of the earth. Alike, with large deserts and
Inkes and gold-bearing mountainsg to intervene, in the
territory of cach, great river systems flow through valleys
wnd prairies of Immenge extent und of maryellous
feeundity into  the opposite  waters of the Atlaatic
aml the Pacitie,  Hach of them stretches along the
tomperate sone of w contlnent, on homeback as it
were, acroes  its Joftiest monntains ; and  each of
thew, ns a region of esrth, and speaking now ge-
ographically only, possesscs the i sesible self-lmpul-
sion of greatoess, which is independént of human institu-
tions, wnd deties all external oy internal canses of retand-
ment ; because, in each, of Ha incalculable capacity of
population, by reason of its soil, Tt rivers, its climate,
aud its muritime position—becanse of the unexhsusted
supersbundance of untilled land in each inviting thy care
of the eultivator, and beeause each, of course, in the ex-
nbvrunce of its young vigor, is leaping onward to the
duy when it shall be the seat of power of that excellent
white race of the men of Karope wnd Asid.

For the second great elemental fact in the condition of
thie people of the United States iz, thint wenre of that master
white ruee, which, wherssoever a lighter shade of man-
kind comes in contact with o darker—whether Manclins
with Chinese, or Mongols with Iindug, or Arabs with
Berbes, or Buropeans with either—the former rules the
Iatter ai f by » munifest charter of the providence of
God.  Leay weare of that master white vace ; and may
I not say—without derogation of the Slavonie branch of
it, which has its destiny of greatness yot to attain, and
therefore its qualities to produce—mny | not say that we
of the United States, in that conjunction of the Tuetonie
und Oeltio ingredients which we make—that commizture
of knglish, Scottish, Irish, German, French, Scanding-
vian, of which we are—uwmay I not say that we resume in
ourgelve the natural qualities of race appertaining to the
domi-god peoples of modern Burope, Britain, France,
Geruany F

Our political justitutions wre the next great fuct in the
condition of the United Btates, It iy a trite remark to
say that the men who planted the parent colonies of the
United Btates wore refugees for opinion's sake. In no
swall part they were s0 ; but with numerous diversiiied
wind conteadictory  conditions of opinion, Puritans fled
from Charles to New England, and eavaliers from Crom-
well o Vieginie,  Catholics at one end of the scale
of politisal creads, and Quakers at the other, sought nsy-
lum in Marylaod or Pennsylvanin.  The reformed of
Holland, the Calvinists of Hcotland, and the Huguenots
of Frunce, found thewmselves  togother in New York.
Nay, if the fifth monarchy men -of the Euglish Com-
monwealth took refuge in. Connecticut, so did the Ja-
cobites of extrerist loyulty In Carolina.  And while Cot-
Lon purposed o theoeracy of the saints in Massachusetts—
Bay, Lotke, in Caroling, undertook to found a fondal
State, na complicated, and s Impracticable also, as that
of the Assizes of Jerngalem. And, after all, it was the
#pirit of adventure and of waterial interest, quite as much
wany theoretioal opinfons, which then, as now, sent

lorth colony after colony from the shores of Grent Brit-
i and Dreland to those of Amerioa, snd thus laid
the foundationa of the United States,

Meanwhile, diverse and appa tly ir tlaldo os
Wero the opinions of the people of the colonies, they
Werw subject to the all-controlling influgnce of two great
facts, which fused them together, and prepared them to
be, in the end, the one people of the United States.

Iu the first place, the minant race of the colonics
wan that of the Dritish , With the intellectunl condi-
ton of that race, {ts vigorous language, its prowd histor-
:‘-ll memories, jts manly political thought, its legislative
lllu'nnteu of property and right, its tral Ly jury, and
! reprosontative institutions. Tho Kdwards and the
lenrys of the Lriltiant dnys of the Plantagenets and the
udors, wore law-givers to them ; Chaucer and Spobesr,

wise overmuch in their own conceit always, yeb somoe-
| times mot without public estimstion. Such men, ns
l, we have alrendy observed, had teied their skill in the
| New World. The saints of the English Commonwoalth
{ did their best to fasten s pure theooracy upon Enrope.

The Quakers, those visionaries of the deniul of the force of

“ ordinances’’ in time of pesce, und of ordnance in time
| of war, lul fair play in Vennsylvania. Nay, the most
| approved of wll British writers and thinkers on political
! theory, John Locke, had the two Carolives placed in his
| hand to experiment upon ad libitwm, and the constitution
| which he gave, the sum of his wise theoriss, vanished
like » bubblo st o breath of the nir of America, Theories
had to bénud to facts, not fincts to theories,  And thus; 1
repeat, the political organietion of each one of the Anglo-
American colonies, and consequently of esch one of the
American Slated, Aappened ; it came to be; it was nob
created by sophists and specnlutors; it was born
and grew, a4 man himself grows, by the fruits of
enrth, and the sun and wir of Hewven. And,
like man himself also, those constitutions grew up, though
with individual differences, yet with absolute, though
| uneoncerted Identity of general composition, form, and
nsture ; 80 a8 to demonstrate Ly the most palpable and
most incontrovertible evidence that they wers the com.
mon result of the same and only canse—namely, the
| transplantation of the Dritish type of government into
| thw wilderness of America,  Nay, look there, before our
very eyes, wro not the same causes this day at work pro-
ducing the sume resulls—1I will not say in Canada mere-
Iy, but in that vther New World, British Australia !

By such means, then, it came to in Muassachusetts,
| in New York, in Pennsylvania, in Maryland, in Virgiois,
| in the Curvlinas, there was a political organisation, not
| on the model of any theoretical Utopla of & More, a Har-
| vington, or & Locke, Lut of that of the actuul and visible
governinent of Great Britain, with substitution of elec-
tive in place of some of the hereditary and selovted pub-
lie functionaries, aud with addition of a written organic
law by the name of * constitution ;' but even that, in
every case, oomposed, for the most part, of a Uill of rights,
and ull the rest by compilation from the existing laws of
Kngland.

What followed? The military alliance of the new
States, it is clear, was pot the realisation of any o prieni
political abstraction or theory, but the practical uct of
| practicsil men swayed Ly the moral compulsion of the
| ercumstance of the time—namely, the lagrancy of revo-
| lutionary war waged for the comumen object of independ-
ence of the same common metropolis. 'The confedera-
tion, we know, was but s continpation of the original
wlliance, with lmperfect endeavor to make it applicable
to peace as well as to war.  Then came the actaul Union,
Aund, to remove all possible doubt as to the considern-
tions in which that originated—to prove incontestably
that they were practiosl, not theoretionl considerntions—
wé liwve the declaration of the State of Virginls, which

from our paternal homes here to overspread o coutinent
with our intelligence anil our foree, with our republican
gov tand our d tic thoughts. And so, at
this day the United Btates are not the United
they are indeed Amerion,

We have advanced thus, from the Atlantic to the P'a-
cliie, by the impetus of our vaee, of owr nativnal origio,
of our institutions, of our idens, and of the natural sdvan-
tages of our country. All that was our own. Dut we
have advanced also, with the simultansous general move-
ment, intellectual and soctal, of modern Kurope.

I doubt whether that modern Europe has gained upon
old Europe in the conception of moral truth, Do wll the
lenrned lations and bitter controversios of the church
add anything to the divinity and the spirituality of the
primitive teachings of Christ und the Apostles? Have
all the noblest efforts of lern urt fed o devising
o line of beauty which Greece did not see in the works of
o Praxiteles or & Phidiss? We pride ourselves on our
political Institutions, and with good cause ; but s there
any possible cumbination of men in society which had not
been studied and expounded in the politios of Aristotle !
Is there any hanism of gover t, any prineiple of
legislation, surpaseing those of the Rumans ! 1 donbt.
We have discovered many things, in astronowy, in geol-
ogy, in chemistry, in the natural sciences generally, and
in mechunic art 3 but when and where have we discover-
od u pew virtue ! Wis may read this day in the exquisite
but o hat  vial y epeculutions of Plato, and still
better in the more practical and select essays or speeches
of Cicero—us in his admirable discourses on Duty,
those on the nature of God, on Divination, and the
Ends of Good and Evil—we msay rewd all' there is most
worth reading auywhere, ontslde of the Bible, in the
whole round of human knowledge, on moral obligation,

Btates ouly,

on the relations of men to each other, to nature, toso- |

ciety, and to religion.

1t Is not In such subjects, then, of religion, of ethics,
of msthotic art, or even of government, but in the others
hinted at-—namely, physical scicnee and mechanic art—
that we can boast of the advancement of modern Enrope,
and with it Baropean America.  There geemns to be n law
of the nature of the human mce, in virgue of which, nt
successive periods of his earth's history, o particular na-
tion or branch of the human family starts into this or
that line of mprovement, renches it ulthnate poiot, and
there stops, Each succeeding nation, ag it eulminates
into greatness, takes its own carear.  Awl thus it is that,
as the ages of the workl roll on, the umense field wf
knowledge is explored in its diverse directions, and each
generation transmits to thoe next an additional store of |
iscoveries to be garncred up by us, pile upon pile, as the
first fruits of the great final harvest of the Infinite and the
Eternal.

What we to our share of this the Tnfinite and the Eter-
nal have sccomplished —[ mean we of modern Europe and
European America—is indeed great, vast, gigantic, mon.
umental, With us, however, it has not been the dis-
ocovery of new things, the instruments of our progress, so
much as that of new uses of those things to the resalt or
end of social improvemont. Gunpowder, the mariner’s com-
pass, the printing press, the motive power of stemin, pho-
tography, thetic agency, milways, moagnetic tele-
graphing, telescopes, algebrn, and fluxional caloulus—all
these existed long ngo, perhaps in the usee, or the
thought, at Jenst, of the ancient populations of Asia.
biave myséll soen much evidence of that in the shattored
remnants of the mighty Past of Egypt, Indin, and China,
But it s only in our hands that the marvellons capalbili-
ties of these things have been Invoked from olweurity
nnd su to the ministries of life, Thus we have
penetratod by the eye far into the mysterious depths of |
the celestinl firmament, to revenl the motions of the |
sun and its satellite planets, to beliold another sun with
its dependent solar systom o ench one of the glitter-
ing slars on high, and to resolve overy light speck nnd
truin of fuintest line in the sky into its own vast fields
of inou ble worlds. Weo have ealenlated the move-

first proposed the change—which suggested the
of its accomplishment, to wit ; h{ o “eonvention'’ of the
States——and which suthenticated and proclaimed its in-

ments of celestinl bodies, their gevern] orbits, thelr con-
junctions and oppositions, thelr magnitude and density,

ducement and object, namely : the protection and pro-
motion of the common eommarcial Interests of the United
Htutes,

All honor be to the great Commonwenlth

of Virginla,
which proposed to substitute for the confederation the

with tho assurance, and almost the precision, with which
we time the wheels of a wath or messuro o barrel of
flour or a tierce of tobmoeo, Nay, by calculation of up-
parenl perturbations in the mov of the ter

lanots, we ascertain what and where some yeb unseen

present federal Union, and to her statesmen who partici-
pated in the conception, the composition, the adoption,
and the perfection of it—to Randolph, who presented the
draft—to Madison whose mind runs through it—to Jef-
feron, the sabsequent autlior of its chiel smendments—
to Washington, nnder whose auspices it was framed, and
sunctioned, und put in operation, the Great Commander
of thie War of Independence, and the great first President
of the Union! Honor, immortal honor, I say, to her and
to them for the consnmmate wisdom of the organisa-
tion of the federal Union! May their work
endure to the end of time, fraught with inestimable
blessings to the future, @k to the past and present genern-
tions of the people of the United States! Dut herein
consisbed their te wisdom, that they were prac-
tieal statesmcen, ocoupled in the attainable purpose of
adapting lows to mon, instead of the chimerical one of
attompting to adapt men to lnws.  If it hnd been other-
wiae—1f, like the constitution-makers of modern Europe
and Spanish America, they had committed themselves to
the ilusory task of Luilding up o theoretionl republic,
they and their work would have away together
into some of the balf-forgotten lumber lofts of history,
nad we, the people of the United States, should have
drifted down the tide of chrooio revolution into the gulf
of perdition like Muxico, or, despairing of self-govern-
ment, shoald, ke Frunce, have acclaimod an Americsn

cause of the distarbance exists, and directing the tele-
seopic eye to that point o new planet is found rolling in
lts everlasting rounds. Wi expose a prepared talilet to the
rays of the sun, and they paint upon it a perfect image of
whatever objects eome within the range of the re-
flected lines of light. We compress the explodive
power of the flaming scintillations of a thunder-bolt
within the cavity of a tube from which to bhurl destruc.
tion god death into the manks of hostile armies or the
streets of beleagured pitles, We subject to our will the
indefinite expansibility of mattor, and so compel it to
drag the rail oar on land, and to drive the steamship on
river and sea, and to perform the work of a million
hands, until our power of action seems limitless alinost
a8 creation.  We summon out of earth and air the elec-
tro-magnetic currents, viewless and occult as o disembod-
ied spirit, and as, with a wish or & flash, they eonvey
our thoughts over continents and ocvans—anticipating
time, sonihilating space.  We say to pain, coase--—and it
conses.  We speak to an assembled multitude, and the
winged words we utter, as they issue from our lips, are
caught up by the tachygrapher, transmitted by the elec-
tric telegraph o thousand miles in the instans, stamped
on a million sheets, as if by enchant t, and di i

nated over the aniverse, All these are tho murvels of
modern sclence snd ari-—marvels which only do not cx-
tort from us continunl exclamations of wonder and awe,
1 , lke the great works of nature around us, they

Cisnr Napoleon to resens us by the despotism of fhe
sword from the worse despotism of political anarchy and
focial chaod. I say, therefore, once more—honor,
fmmortal honor, to the consummate wisdom of the
founders of this Unlou! No idle theories, no plau-
sible abstractions, no shallow soclal sophistries de-

hakapears Milton, were to them all the o

fount of postic inspivation ; the glories of the Black
rice andd of Broce weve theirs; the viotories of o Wal-

f t and w Tadbot were thelrs—nay, theirs the very blood
the Wentworth and the Stuart, s well as of the Fair-

luded them. ‘They sought the solulion of s great
political  problem, namely :  given, the thirteen
American States, with, thelr existing repu organiza-
tion, forms, sl Taws—to amsociate them together so ns

bine the i of secure and efficient exter-

ux and the Cromwell. Thefe minds were Ided in
ndestruntible outline of the stwbud proportio
l]:mltau! of Great Britaln, gy .

0 the socond place, e emigrants of Kogland, Seot-
; 4, of Irelwnd, of Wales, stood hero in the sole. pres-
:;:. o It were, of adorable Nature and her works, as

t anil Eve aay have walked with God in the Pam-

- Ulf Eden.  Decp In the primeval solitudes of Ametica
§ livedjnured to hiwdsehips and fwmitiar with dun.
o1 I“"l-ul'ﬂll[ hore their paternal und  matprnml teails of
»’arlhnl'ns, heartiness, bonuty and strength, Lub shakin

s they left thelr native land the hollow forms

* conventiopalities of the Old World. 1 eay by the
'.":":j banks of the James and  the Potowae, the Charles
K the Mertimne, brave men and faie women lived nod
“od and, though kings and courts wore wanting, yet,
bler than all that, honor s faith sud fruth—

* Pudor, ot juativhe soror -
_ Tucorrupta fdes, onilagie verias''—

wult i the forest homen of gur fathers of Virginia and

ssachusetts.  And so, naturally, spontaneously, neces

to
nal nod internal common action of the Union with the
maximum of reserved independent sovereignty of the
individual States, nnd, with the Ulessing of God, that
practical problem they solved in the constitution of the
federal Union. >
The solution, ns we soe, consisls in this: First, that
for certain prescribed objects of nutional intervst—as for-
olgn intercourse, whether political or commoreial, peace
and war, whether eitic or fureign, the manngeniont
of common properky, the adjudication of commmon ques-
tioms of law, and the maintenance of ropublican organiz-
tion in the soveral States—the Union is supreme and sov-
, exerciging in these relations, by cession of the
of the several Statos, direct ju 1 over thetr
tants, pursuant to forms and within limits of sction
dofined and bed by the constitution ; and, second-
Iy, that a8 to all othor matters constituting the groat
mass of bhe interests and rights of wen, whether of per-
won or property, the orlginal sovervignty within ench eon-
tinues to reside in the respective States.

have come to' be the familiar objects of life; they are
with ue osod of e now as life itsell is; and which, if
it werg not so, might fmpel us, with superstitions self-
Idolatry, to sy to ourselves, Oh! wman, art thou in-
deed man, the created ; or wrb thou not rather the crea-
for, God ?

Most wonderful, I say, I8 the intellectual and social
aotivity and effioiency of our times. We porceive it in
the teeming earth, in the crowded city, on the burdened
Bea 3 we perceive it In the fncreased prodoctions of so-
cluly, and ite fixed monuments ; we perceive it in our
colleges and sehools, in the debates of the legislative ag-
wembly, the court, the hustings, the pulpit, and the lec
tare-room ; we perceive it in thal wnimaginable fecundi:
ty of human thonght of which printing is the promper,
the minister, and the propagutor.

"fuke, as exhibitor, and at the sume timo as illustea.
tion of this facke-take that familiar thiong, o newspaper,
ararg Juxury of the rich once, now the necessary of uni-
versnl daily life—of the mental Hfe of men—as much as
foexd ...4.5.-:..; aro of the physieal e, How various
ure the contents of that divrnal sheet—how extensive in
the knowledye it tm) wast fs thi field of its pe-
tion and ity usefulness | Whatever wints there may  be
In the human breast, it shows how they mny be sstistiod,
I!:; e, s Cowper says, ““the berald of & noisy world,'
wi

 Nowa from nil nathons limboring L Ws bk

our condition as a people.
1 ‘k i, M 1o

hour

peakil noto, and

thor, thougl it be higher in ition and purer in

splrit than s aythiog from the haod of Janius
we, then, here n moment to roflect,

the witnesses and partakers of thot unlversal activity of
our duy which, by reason of the combined external force,

of s civilized State, and relapiing into aboriginal barba-
rism.  Those of the ments nearest to the United
by the incursions of
d savages ; the more central sl us de-

tments nre overrun by red aud robbers, their

Internad stubility, and democratic republican self-nction
of vur own particalar society, have thelr ubmost !
tion in the United States. Its g | conseq; hos

country, the indefutigable energy and irrepressible enter-
prise of the people—in o word, the general greatness of
the Unien, Has it not ot length renched o point of ex.
coss of mental activity sad of individual onterprise—that
is, am excess compared with the menns of watisiying all
the instinets of thought and setion ! Have we not a sur-
plus of vigor, an exuberance of vitality--an over ful-
ness, o frop plein of the functions of individusl snd socinl
existence ! I think we have. 1do not speak of an ex-
cess of agricultural or mechanienl production, or of
trade—that is, in the sense of politieal economy. 1t is
not in those relations alone, nor in those chietly, that 1
find an excess of physical and mental force, sy compared
with the field for its exercise. [ perceive It not less, it
seemy to me—nay, I perceive itatill more in those pres-
ent political manifestations and emotions of the people of
this United States, which have so univemsally the same
complexion, which are so consentancons all over the
country as to indicate of necessity s common cause, and
most distinetly to point ont that cause.

Lot us see.  Are not we, the people of the United
States, from one end to the other, statesmen and law-
givers, farmers and mechanies, clergy and Inity, given
up to the discussion of political abstructions, recondite
supposable questions of publie law, projects of impracti-
cable change, imaginations of ideal social perfection !
Do not these e t political ahstractions and social
idealitivs come and go one after the other, so transitory in
thelr nature us hardly to survive the exigencies of any

T guerridloros

plantations ravaged, their citles worse off than i sacked by
foreign foes, and their white men cowering in presence of
the of ing disnster, while the extreme south-
ern departments are already at the mercy of their resident
Pueblo and Sierra Indians.

As to our intervention to stay this surging deluge of
calamity, It is » question of amicable International nego-
tintion, not of unconstitutional intermeddling with affuirs
not rightfully concerning us ; it is not a question of the
conquest of o neighboring peaple, but of their salvation ;

tions, and from its unwholesome sectional | to
the nobler and better instincts, the lofter and
the national sentiments of the people, to the end of tho
greater glory of the Union !

Gentlemen of the Unitod States Agricultural s
I pray you, incouclusion, to socept my singere and
:nhun m&emﬂyﬂ uluvuhonr,h

g me un us our -1
e o e s (e

public usefulness may be co-extensive and commensunte
with the great sphere it ocouples of the material interests
of the whole United Btates. X

it I8 not a question of hostilities, but of com ial
unjon and protective alliance.

When America had been diseovered by Furope, it was
not the voice of the Pope, but the voice of God, which
guve to them the Now World to occupy, to Christianize,
and to civilise.  And so the will of God weems by evi-
dent slgus and porteuts to intervene as o nation fur the
salvation of the people of Mexico.

We frequently hear of the American policy of exclu-
ding Europeans from Amorica, 1 think that much of
what is said on that subjéct s somewhat vaguely said—
since they who say it seem not to remeomber that all slong
our northern frontier thero is o British America on the
one sed and a British Columbia on the other ; and that
while we are absorbed in the discussion of metaphysical
subtleties, England, is, with our aid in, attaching those
colonies more closely to herselfl by an oceanic telegraph,
and to one another by a continental rmilway ; so that, not
| ours, ua ieought to be, but hers, shall be the line of com-
wunication from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Let that

. British America, after all, has her own republican
future, plain and assured before her. I assume that our

tingle popular el t And these gnesti while
common to the whole country, are more particulsrly rife
in the northern States, where there ave the most schools
and colleges, the most boolks, the most speeches, and the
muost newspapers, and where the din of reform and re.
formers, of all sorts of cosmopolitan philaothropy, fills
the avenues of intelligence, and obstructs or perverts all
beneficial legislation,

How weary, stale, and unprofitable are all these vis-
fonary spoculations of impossible socinl reform | One set
of reformers would luve us to dwell in great barrmcks to-
gether, with perfect equality and mutual interchange of
all ihe offices and all the p 1 and d tio reluti
ol Jife; snd nogthcr would have all men furnished with
remunurative labor without stint, sl especinlly without
compulsion, but at the expense of the community. One
set would have us to eat and drink by rule of Iaw, and,
what §s worse, the rule of their own morbld fancies
or valeludinary constitutions.  Another would be con-
tent if it could have all natdmonial tles, and of
conrse  all | filial ties, abolished forever. Awother
wonld go o little further, and have all the rights and
priviloges of men transferred to women, without propo-
alng, however, to relingnish the rights and priviloges of
women, and have theso conceded to men.  Another set
fosists that all the varictics of the luman race—white,
black, red— shall bo deelared equal by law, and all distioe-
tions of political or domestic mbordination, ns well as of race
amd culor, extingulshed,  Une set wonld impose celibacy
ns o universal duty, and another would clevate polygamy
nto o universal religion.  Some would have no govern-
ment und no laws, leaving all the social relations of men
to their voluntary sense of vight ; snd others would have

nothing but law, and law to take the place of all the ob- |

Hgations of honor, murality, and religion.  And theyo are
not o few who teanch ination ns the right
anid the common doty of all persons discontented with
any of the eonventionnl bundens or obligations of society.
In all these, and many other and grosser absurditios, of
doctrine or opinion, our country abounds., 1 can produce
the ovidenoe of all these monustrosities and follies, thelr
agitators nnd their apostles, their journals and their con-
ventions, and their experimental estublishments, and not
go outside of the lmits of n single city to find it. And
thus it happens that so many people in the northern
Statos  wurrender themselves to the agitation of the
maost abstract of all possible abstractions and the most
fmpracticable of all conceivable fmpracticabilities.  The
considerntion B, not only how they ghall reform real
or supposed evils at home, but how  they shall reform
other people over whom they have no jurisdiction, who
nra boyond their reach, and with whose d tie affairs

predestined line of expansion, now nt lesst, is to the
West und to the SBouth. If Cubn Hes in the path of that
deatiny, so much the better ; but that Mexico must and
does, 1 religiously belleve ; and T would have it so, not
in the sense of animoesity, but of friendship ; not by the
act of frivolons, irvesponsible, mischievous, private in-
vaders, but by the dellberate, efficucious, and official ac-
tion of the government of the United States.

Ifany thought{ul porson can test this—if, apart from the
question of expediency, they doubt its rightfuluess, and
therefore oppose the continuation of the advancement of
the United Stater—let them tell me by what arguments
they justify the begiunings of that advancersent, and ils
progress thog far—nay, let them tell me by what role of
right wo stand anywhere in America? Where is Pow.
hatan?  Whero is Massasoit ! Is not the ocoupation of
any portion of the eaith by those competent to hold and
| till it a providential law of national life? Can you say
| 1o the tide that it ought not toflow, or the.mins to
| fall? T veply, it mwst. And so it is with well-consti-
| tated, and therefore ive and ex ve, nations.

existence.

When, in a celebrated State paper of the lnst adminis. |
tration, three eminent statesmen alluded to this law of

tural Jife as applicable, in sssigned oontingencies, to
the relation of the United States to Cuba, the suggestion
was reprobated, in some quarters, as n political heresy.
Was it such ! Did not Washington himseli, reserved as
he was usunlly. in speech of such mattors, express the
same jdea, in one of his letters to Lee, anticipating,
twenty years beforeband, the ncquisition of Louisinnn?
“Whenever the new States,”' said he, **become so popu-
lous und go extended to the westward as really to need it,
there will b no power which can deprive them of the
use of the Mississippl,'' 1 pray you to welgh well these
words —to penetrate into their inner thought —and then
decide, if you can, at what point on the continent of North
America they cease to huve o signiticance,

The United States are alremdy most beneficently as
well a8 glorionsly invelved within the fortunes of Moxi-
| co.  What waste wild of undis wl woalthy
men.'ﬂtr. nad lanp, were not Texas and California

fore their with us! Nay, the presence even
of the wries of the United States in Mexlco was a bene-
fit to her rather than a prejudice ; never before nor gince
did the malerial juterests of the Mexican republies better
flonrish ; never before or since did she enjoy more of sub-
stantinl peace or security of persons or property ; never
elsowhere wus o conquered country so favored and so
trented ns the friend and sily, ingtead of the prey, of the

they have no rightful or lawful concern—numely, their
fellow-citizens of the independent sovereign States.

We conceds to the people of ench one of the Btates,
within jtsclf—nay, it is thelr undonbted right and their
privilege—that they discuss at will the abstract doctrines
of social philosophy, aud try at plensure all possible ex-
periments of theory and of legislation, and turn and
overturn society from top to hotlom, subject to the selo

condition  of intaining & republi gover
There, within iteelf, Is the {wopcr, and the only proper,
field of such questions. We in one State may deplore

the aberrations of opinion In these respects which agitate
another Stale, brusting thet in the end reason will over-
come error and truth prevail.  That is the nerepted prin-
ciple of democratic republican institutions.  But the con-
stitution of the Unfon forbids us to go further, 1t for-
bids one of the United States to interfere with the insti-
tutions of another, in the sense either of innovation or
the repression of . To do either of these
things is to violate the first great fundamental principle
of the federal Union, o wit, the imprescriptible equality
nnd constitubed right of the individual Statos.

And yob, have we not the spectacle, yoar after yoar, of
the Congress of the United Sfates, the constitutional
guardian of the 1 ntevests, and with no
guthorig or duty em, wbandoning and neg-
lecting all

ucror. When Zachavy Taylor, that illustrions son
aof Virginin, led the victorions eagles of the Union from
Palo J\kil.n to Hesaca, and. from Monterey to Buena Vis-
tn; when that other ilustripus son of Virginia, Winfield
Hoott, led the same victorions eagles from Yera Cruz to
Uerro Gondo, aud from Padierna to Churubosco and Cha-
pultépec, and at length planted the banner of the Union
on the gite of the old Teooulli of the Astecs; na they
severally marched onward from triumph to triumph they

vanquished hostile ies, in fair , of ¥
but they respected the p propecty of the peopl
of the country as carefully ns if it had been their own

snd they occupied the Territory of Mexioo, ite cities nuil
its hamlets, ns peaceful governom, not as hostile wos-
ters.  And i you, the men of Visginia, who, as I right
well know, furnished to that war the most numerous and
best appointed of all the many regiments of voluntecrs
that served in it, did not have lie good furtune to par-
ticipate in its glorious battles, it was honor enongh for
you to bave been the birth-place of the mother of
ita great commanders, Taylor and Heott. They, I say,
oceupied jn the spirit of friends rather than of enemics;
wiyl the federal governmernt of that day, James K. Polk
it Prosident, James Buchanan and L. its
Ministors of Foreign Affairs nnd of War, manifested, in
the conduct and eonclusiont of the war, the most poble
fork o townrds Mexico, the most cousiderate gen-

those intorests, month in and th out
through cach cntive session, to resolve itself into o sort
of smoob conrt for the discnasion of funcy questions of
political philosophy, or to vegulate the party struggles of
some Insignificant Territory | or, worst of all, to perorate
in set spesches for the use of thuir own local constituents
on the domestic institations of particular States, o the
d!lngnrd of the obligations of the constitution and the
Union
‘Where, meanwhile, are the material interests of the
Unlon, fts commerce, its exchangeable productions, ity
, it finances, fls forelgn relations?  To the Ex-
coutive of the United States these, of course, are always
nti for the calls of official lu‘llulnhmﬁ'::l ke
them 6o ;. but vess, which speaks the popular voiog,
and farnishes the otro;uhluuu&nt.iﬂtiﬁﬂiw
awny for a moment from um and philo-
w_lqw and i :
di e affalrs of the 8
jpriate materlal intorests of

a0 4t lw the silent monitor of the erring, the selace of the

sorrowful, the companion of the solitary, sod the wes-

\Jng, Ehat all this cxuberance’
;h:hllnlhl!lduﬁhmldh
or illaslons ! Ave uo wilds left

orosity—an, indeed, in less critical emorgencies, have
other administrators of the federal government. T relt-
arite, then, that the sum of our pational action respect.
ing Mexico has béen concolvid Deneficeutly and o con-
ducted,  And 1 assert, what I believe to he brue, the dou-
ble proposition——first, that the peopla of the United
Btates desire, ugcc:.u:ud luh&tlnd, :;omtrh:rlrhr. fo In-
tarpose in : secondly, that terposition
will be in mll towards ‘hs{, and with conviction of
the common ubility of such jntervention, as well to Mex-
lco as to the United States,

And who shall gainsay us, whon that disy mirives ?
Spain? I trow nob, ce It for her if slie have no
othey of earlier pauso of quarrel with the United States.
France ! Wa do not call her to acoount fur the
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